
kaplanp@springfieldpublicschools.com Grade One Music Lesson 8 Week of June 8, 2020 
 

Hi there first graders! This is the last week that you can earn credit for your schoolwork, so I hope to hear from you. 

 

We are now continuing our unit on the string family, especially the five string instruments of the orchestra. Here is a 

picture of them: String Instruments. 

 

Here is your assignment for Lesson 8: 

Look and listen to this video about the string instruments: The String Family Then write me an email or 

message me on Teams and answer these 6 questions about the four instruments that look alike (not the harp). 

DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAGE. Please use Teams message or email me. 

 

Out of the five string instruments of the orchestra: the violin, the viola, the cello, the string bass (sometimes 

called the double bass) and the harp, 

 

1. How many strings does each one (except the harp) have? If you can’t see the strings, you can count the 

knobs at the top of each instrument.  

 

2. Which is the biggest instrument (not counting the harp)? 

 

3. Which is the smallest instrument? 

 

4. Which instrument is plucked with the fingers? 

 

5. Which is the biggest, lowest sounding instrument? 

 

6. Which is the smallest, highest sounding instrument? 

 

 

 

From old lessons: 

For more music, I have some ideas for you. There is an amazing website called Musicplay that you can go to. 

Normally only teachers can go there, but it is now open to all Springfield students. The website is here.  

 

Here is the login information: 

Student Login: 
Username:  snow 

Password: 2020 

 

Look at the top of the page for Grade 1 and click on that. Then look for “Song list.” There are 111 songs. Click 

on a song and then find “Movies.” Click “Lyrics,” then click the play arrow. 

 

Here are the songs I think your child will like the best: 

8. Wheels on the Bus. Do the motions if you know them, or make up your own! 

9. I’ve Been Working on the Railroad. You know this one! 

11. Apples and Bananas. This song reminds you about the vowels with their long sounds: a, e, i,    o, and u. 

You can also try singing it with the short sounds: a (as in “cat”), e (as in “get”), i  (as in “it”), o, as in (hot”), 

and u (as in “up”). 

22. High-Low. Great singing practice! 

37. Lucy Locket 

40. The Bear Went Over the Mountain 

42. Down by the Bay. Sing it as a call-and-response song. 

65. Michael Row the Boat Ashore. One of my favorites. 

81. Eensy Weensy Spider. This is a song where it is a good idea to look at the “Kids Demo.” You might  have to 

take some time to learn how to use your thumb and pointer finger at the beginning. 

87. Little Rabbit Foo foo. This is a fun song, with some word play at the end. Remember, a  rabbit is a lot like a 

hare. 

88. Five Little Ducks. 

98. Down on Grandpa’s Farm. I love this song. 
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99. Oats and beans and barley. This is a good lesson in how things grow. 

105. Charlie Over the Ocean. 

107. The Eat Song. This is a good song to dance to! 

108. My country ‘tis of Thee. The last three songs are patriotic songs especially appropriate for Flag Day on 

June 14. 

109. The Star-Spangled Banner. 

110. You’re a Grand Old Flag. 

Recommended games, found on the right side of the screen: high/low, up & down, beat or no beat, loud/quiet 

and fast/slow. Be sure to listen to the singing instructions before pressing “start.” 

 

Enjoy! And send me an email to tell me what you are singing or if you have any questions. 

 

Your music teacher, 

Mr. Kaplan 


